
1 

 

Tajweed Rules 
 

Urdu Script Qur’an Level 1 
(Teachers Edition) 

 

 

 

 

The Prophet Muhammad (saw) said, “It shall be said to the 

Companion of the Qur’ān, ‘Recite [of what you have memorized] 

and rise up, recite [melodiously] as you would recite in the world. 

For indeed your rank shall be at the last Ayah you recite.”  (Tirmidhi) 
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In the name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful 
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Revelation of the Qur’an 
 
(Qaida Level) 

The Qur’an is the complete book of guidance (help) help from 
Allah. 
It is the final and last book of guidance for mankind from Allah. 
It was sent to the Prophet Muhammed (peace be upon him) by 
Angel Jibril (as). 
It is with us today as it was sent to the Prophet Muhammed 
(peace be upon him). 
Nothing has been added or taken away from it. 
 
(Qur’an Level 1) 
The Qur’an was first revealed to the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
when he was 40 years old.  He was contemplating in Cave Hira, in 
the month of Ramadhan when the Angel Jibril (as) first appeared 
before him.  This night is known as Laylatul Qadr. 
 
Jibril (as) appeared to the Prophet (saw), ordering him to read.  “I 
cannot read” replied the Prophet (saw).  The angel squeezed him 
and ordered the Prophet (saw) to read again.  The Prophet (saw) 
gave the same reply, once the process was repeated 3 times the 
angle recited the first five verses of Surah Al-Alaq.  The verses 
were inscribed in his heart. 
 
The Qur’an was revealed over a period of 23 years.  The Qur’an is 
written a beautiful style of Arabic that no human could have 
created.  The chapters revealed to the Prophet whilst he was 
living in Makkah are known as Makki Surah’s and those revealed 
whilst he was in Madinah are called Madani Surah’s. 
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Manners of Reading the Qur’an 
 

(Qaida Level) 

Make sure our body and clothes are clean. 
Make Wudhu before reading the Qaida or Qur’an. 
To make sure that the area where we are going to read is clean. 
To put the Qur’an in a slightly elevated position. 
To read with Tajweed with our best efforts. 
To read “A’oozu Billaahi 
minashaythanirajeem” and “Bismillah” at the beginning. 
To not talk and mess about whilst reading. 

 
 
(Qur’an Level 1) 
To use Miswaak before reciting the Qur’an. 
To sit facing the Qiblah. 
To read with Tajweed (correct pronunciation). 
To read with a sweet distinct and pleasing voice and not 
a “singing” tone. 
To refrain from idle talk whilst reading the Qur’an. However, if 
one is compelled to talk or answer Salaam then one can do so and 
start again with “A’oozu Billahi” and “Bismillah”. 
One should not use saliva on the fingers to turn the pages of the 
Qur'an.  
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Content of the Qur’an 
 
(Qaida Level) 

We must follow the guidance from the Qur’an if we want to be 
happy in this world and in the life after death. 
All Muslims must learn to read the Qur’an. 
The Qur’an is in Arabic. 
It is written in a style that is easy to learn and beautiful to listen 
to. 
 
 
(Qur’an Level 1) 
There are 114 chapters, the short opening chapter Surah Al 
Fathiha is followed by the longest Surah al-Baqarah.  Surah 
Kawthar is the shortest chapter with just 3 verses.  The Qur’an is 
also divided in 30 parts called Juz, these are convenient for easy 
recitation and memorisation. 
 
The three main themes in the Qur’an are Tawhid (Oneness of 
Allah), Risalah (Prophethood) and Akhirah (Life after Death).  The 
Qur’an gives clear descriptions of Jannah which is the reward of 
those who follow the Qur’an. It also describes Jahannam and the 
severe punishments for those who go against the Qur’an. 
 
The Qur’an is the main source of law in Islam.  We cannot perform 
our duties as Muslims if we do not understand and follow the 
Qur’an. 
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What does Tajweed mean?  
 

Tajweed literally means to adorn and beautify. 

In the context of the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, Tajweed refers 

to the correct pronunciation of the letters and applying the 

various rules of recitation. 
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Why is Tajweed Important?  
So that Qur’an and Salah may be read correctly. 

Not reading correctly can change the meaning of words. 
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Tafqeem & Tarqeeq Letters 

Tafqeem: Heavy, full mouth letters: 

 

Tarqeeq: read with empty mouth. 
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Fatha, Kasra, Dhamma, Tanween, 

Sukoon, Shaddah 
 

Fatha, Kasra, Dhamma 

 

 

 

Tanween (Fathatain, 

Kasratain, Dhammatain) 

 

 

Sukoon 

 

 

Shaddah / Tashdeed 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

An Alif with a Fatha, Kasra, Dhamma or any other sign I known as 

a Hamza. 
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Madd Asli 
Fatha followed by Alif, Kasra followed by Yaa, Dhamma followed 

by Waw. The sound is extended for two Harakat, not extending is 

a major mistake. 
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Madd Lazim 
Means compulsory Madd. 

When a Madd letter is followed by a Shaddah in the same word it 

is extended for 6 Harakat. 
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Qalqala 
 

When the following letters have a Sukoon on them they are made 

with an echoing sound: 

 

These letters are also Qalqala when there is a vowel on or under it 

and you are going to stop on it at the end of a word. 
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Madd – Mutassil and Munfasil 
 

Madd Mutassil  : if a Hamza appears after a Madd in the same 

word we stretch for 4-5 counts.  

 

Madd Munfasil  : if a Hamza appears after a Madd in the 

following word we stretch for 4-5 counts. 
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Madd Leen 
There are two Madd Leen Letters: Waw and Yaa. 

When Waw and Yaa comes with sakoon and has Fattah before it, 

we read them with the soft voice and stretch for 2, 4 or 6 Harakat. 
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Noon and Meem Mushadad 

(Ghunnah) 

When a Noon or Meem have a Shaddah on them the sound is 

made from the nasal passage for two Harakat. 
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Rule of the letter Raa 
 

The Letter Raa is read with a full mouth when it carries a Fatha or 

Dhamma. 

When the letter Raa has a Kasra it is read with an empty mouth. 

 

If the letter Raa has a sakin or Shaddah we look at the letter 

before: 

If it has a Fatha or Dhamma then the Raa is read with a full mouth. 

If it has a Kasra before it then it is read with an empty mouth. 
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Rule of Laam (of Allah) 
 

If the word Allah has a Fatha or Dhamma before it then we read it 

with a full mouth. 

If the word Allah has a Kasra before it then we read it with an 

empty mouth. 
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Noon Sakin and Tajweed Rules 
First we look for a Noon Sakin or Tanween. 
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Idhaar (Clarity) 
 

If a Noon or Sakin or Tanween is followed by one of the Hurooful 

Halqi (throat letters) then it is read clearly using the Noon sound, 

there is no Ghunnah. 

The six Hurooful Halqi letters are: 
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Idghaam with Ghunnah 
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Idghaam without Ghunnah 
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Iqlaab 
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Ikhfa 
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Waqf – Stops 
  

  

Necessary 

stop 
Continue 

Compulsory 

stop 

Pause or 

continue, pause 

preferred. 

 

 سكته  س 

Slight pause should be 

made without breaking 

breath 

 

Stop sound for a moment 

without breaking the 

breath. 

 
Desirable to continue 

 

Should stop at either one of 

these two symbols 

 

 

 

 



41 

 

 



42 

 

Meem Saakin 
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Huroof-e-Muqattaat 
 

 

These are special letters written at the beginning of some Surahs.  

They are pronounced as seen. 
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Notes 
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